






MARYANN WOROBIEC’S RECOMMENDED CALIFORNIA WHITES
More than 500 wines were reviewed for this report. A free alphabetical list is available at www.winespectator.com/083113.  

WineSpectator.com members can access complete reviews for all wines tasted using the online Wine Ratings search.

TOP WINES
WINE SCORE PRICE

LEWIS Sauvignon Blanc Napa Valley Reserve 2010 92 $50
Layered and detailed, with lemon meringue, guava, honeycomb,  
citrus zest and Key lime flavors that are rich, juicy and complex.

ARKENSTONE Sauvignon Blanc Howell Mountain 2010 91 $55
Honeysuckle, apricot cobbler, lemon meringue and pineapple notes 
are intense, focused and very refreshing.

BONNY DOON Le Cigare Blanc En Bonbonne  91 $50 
Beeswax Vineyard Reserve Arroyo Seco 2010
Baked apple and poached pear flavors have a very appealing spicy 
side, with plenty of elegance. Roussanne and Grenache Blanc.

BREGGO Pinot Gris Anderson Valley 2011 91 $25
Shows great texture, both juicy and soft, with a core of pear,  
yellow apple, melon and nectarine. Complex and layered.

MERRY EDWARDS Sauvignon Blanc Russian River Valley 2011 91 $32
Aromatic, with toasty, smoky notes and details of peach blossom  
and honeysuckle, balancing the ripe peach and nectarine notes.

PETER MICHAEL Sauvignon Blanc Knights Valley  91 $52 
L’ Après-Midi 2011
Vividly floral, with a vibrant acidity to punctuate the fresh ginger,  
lime zest, lemon, tangerine and fleshy mango flavors.

JOSEPH PHELPS Sauvignon Blanc St. Helena 2011 91 $32
Succulent peach, nectarine and apricot flavors have an appealing 
fleshy texture and juiciness, with tropical and floral notes.

ALTAMURA Sauvignon Blanc Napa Valley 2009 90 $48
A rich, ripe and bold style, showing plenty of toasty oak, dried  
pineapple and ripe pear, with honey and floral accents. 

ERIC KENT Sauvignon Blanc Sonoma County 2012 90 $27
Juicy peach, citrus and melon flavors are ripe, smooth and succulent, 
with a refreshing acidity and floral honeysuckle details.

HALL Sauvignon Blanc Alexander Valley T Bar T Ranch 2011 90 $30
Lush pineapple, lemon and mango flavors are framed by notes  
of spice, Key lime pie and toasted cedar.

JOHN ANTHONY Sauvignon Blanc Carneros  90 $45 
Church Vineyard 2012
Succulent and juicy, with pineapple, lemongrass, peach and Key lime 
pie flavors that are crisp and clean and very refreshing.

LEWIS Sauvignon Blanc Napa Valley 2011 90 $37
Intense, with vivid honeysuckle, Meyer lemon, melon and peach  
flavors that are smooth and ripe, highlighted by smoky overtones.

MATTHIASSON White Napa Valley 2011 90 $35
Crisp and elegant, offering kaffir lime, lemon zest and ruby grapefruit 
flavors. Sauvignon Blanc, Ribolla Gialla, Sémillon and Friulano.

MCPRICE MYERS Viognier Santa Ynez Valley  90 $28 
Larner Vineyard 2011
A very floral expression, with honeysuckle, jasmine and white pepper 
details to the peach, nectarine and apricot notes. 

HERMAN STORY Tomboy Santa Barbara County 2010 90 $42
Soft and elegant, offering a full body of yellow apple, peach and pear 
flavors, with toasted spices. Viognier and Roussanne.

TABLAS CREEK Côtes de Tablas Blanc Paso Robles 2011 90 $27
An aromatic entry, with jasmine and toasted hazelnut notes, leads  
to apricot, melon, citrus and peach flavors. Viognier blend.

TOP VALUES
WINE SCORE PRICE

EMMOLO Sauvignon Blanc Napa Valley 2011 89 $16
Vividly floral, showing honeysuckle and peach blossom notes up 
front, with elegant flavors of lemon, grapefruit and apricot. 

JOEL GOTT Sauvignon Blanc California 2012 89 $12
Offers honeydew melon, Key lime pie and peach flavors, with a vividly 
bright and very refreshing acidity. 

ENOTRIA Moscato Mendocino County 2012 88 $10
Intense, almost pungently floral and herbal, showing honeyed pear, 
apricot and peach notes, with a tangy, juicy finish.

FRANCISCAN Sauvignon Blanc Napa Valley 2012 88 $17
Fragrant, floral and juicy, offering an intense but balanced mix of  
honeysuckle, apple and lemon zest notes.

NAVARRO Gewürztraminer Anderson Valley Dry 2011 88 $20
Crisp and lemony, with subtle touches of floral and tropical flavors 
that lend this version added aromas and nuances.

NOVY Four Mile Creek White North Coast 2012 88 $14
A firm, juicy frame sets up a mix of peach, Meyer lemon, cantaloupe, 
dried pineapple and mango flavors. Viognier blend.

ZACA MESA Viognier Santa Ynez Valley 2010 88 $18
An elegant white, offering lemon, grapefruit and green apple flavors 
that show details of apple blossom and celery leaf. 

BENZIGER Sauvignon Blanc North Coast 2012 87 $16
Key lime pie, tangerine, passion fruit and mango flavors are fresh  
and vibrant, with plenty of intensity on the finish.

FERRARI-CARANO Fumé Blanc Sonoma County 2012 87 $15
Ripe pear, yellow apple and citrus zest notes are lively, refreshing  
and aromatic, with a nice thread of acidity.

FIRESTONE Gewürztraminer Santa Ynez Valley 2010 87 $14
Crisp, floral and very spicy, showing rose petal, spice box and peach 
flavors, with a zingy lemon note.

ENSEMBLE California White 2011 86 $10
Ripe apple, peach and tangerine notes are juicy and fragrant, with  
the acidity keeping the flavors fresh. Chenin Blanc blend.

J Pinot Gris California 2012 86 $15
There’s a whiff of smoke up front, but the fruit flavors are fresh and 
crisp within, including lemon, pear and green apple.

LEESE-FITCH Sauvignon Blanc California 2011 86 $12
Toasty and spicy, this presents lemon, apple and melon notes, with 
firm acidity and good concentration.

BONTERRA Viognier Mendocino County 2011 85 $14
Lean and refreshing, with juicy flavors of lemon-lime and peach,  
offering floral and grassy herbal tea details on the finish.

DRY CREEK Chenin Blanc Clarksburg Dry 2012 85 $12
The brewed tea, dried chamomile, peach and poached pear flavors  
are soft and appealing, with a touch of refreshing acidity.

OAK GROVE Pinot Gris California Reserve 2011 85 $8
Offers appealing tangy peach and citrus flavors, with touches of  
orange blossom and honeysuckle. Juicy on the finish.

THREE PEARS Pinot Gris California 2012 85 $10
Smooth and spicy, showing ripe pear, melon and tangy citrus flavors, 
with a refreshing finish.


